CIP - Entrepreneurship and Innovation Programme 
Eco-Innovation funding scheme

Eco-innovation 2009 call for  proposal
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/etap/ecoinnovation/
Deadline for submission: 10 September 2009 before 17h00:00 (Brussels local time).
	Objectives and priority issues 

	General objective of Eco-innovation initiative
	Through the Eco-innovation funding scheme, the EU wants to support innovative products, services and technologies that can make a better use of our natural resources and reduce Europe's ecological footprint. Its objective is to bridge the gap between research and the market.



	Eligible projects
	CIP Eco-Innovation will support projects:

· Concerned with the first application or market replication of eco-innovative techniques, products, processes or practices, which

· have already been technically demonstrated, but

· due to remaining risks need incentives to penetrate significantly the market.

CIP Eco-Innovation will also support market oriented activities related to the uptake of environmental technologies and eco-innovative activities by enterprises and the implementation of new or integrated approaches to Eco-Innovation.



	Priority areas/scope of eligible projects
	1. Recycling materials: improving sorting processes for waste materials; strengthening the competitiveness of the recycling industries; and the development of new recycling solutions and innovative products that use recycled materials.

2. Buildings and construction: covering innovative products for the building sector; the production of sustainable construction materials and techniques; better use of recycled materials and renewable resources for construction; and new technologies for treating and saving water.

3. The food and drink sector: including subjects like cleaner production and packaging processes; devising more efficient water-management processes; innovations to tackle waste reduction, recycling and recovery; and methods to improve the efficient use of resources. Recently, priority has been given to sectors that generate sizeable environmental impacts, such as the dairy and meat industries.

4. Greening business and green purchasing: such as ensuring businesses consider environmental criteria when purchasing and efficient use of resources; helping businesses to green their processes and production; and the integration of eco-innovation techniques in supply chains.




	Financial Allocation provided by the European Commission

	Overall indicative amount
	The indicative total amount available for this Call is EUR 30 million.

	EC co-financing
	Up to 50% per project.

Only the costs directly linked with the innovative action, including materials, processes, techniques or methods proposed, are considered eligible. This applies also to costs for equipment and infrastructure.


	Eligibility and award criteria

	Eligibility of applicants
	Applications can be submitted by one or several entities
. All applicants must be legal persons, whether private or public, established in the territory of the European Member States
The programme is also open to legal persons established in:

· European Free Trade Association (EFTA) countries which are members of the European Economic Area (EEA), in accordance with the conditions laid down in the EEA Agreement.

· Accession countries and candidate countries benefiting from a pre-accession strategy, in accordance with the general principles and general terms and conditions for the participation of those countries in Community programmes established in the respective Framework agreements and Association Council Decisions.

· Countries of the Western Balkans, in accordance with the provisions to be determined with those countries following the establishment of Framework Agreements concerning their participation in Community programmes.

· Other third countries, when Agreements and procedures so allow.

If proposals submitted by legal entities from the above non-EU countries are selected, a grant agreement will only be signed once the necessary steps have been taken for the countries concerned to join the EIP.

	Award criteria 
	1. Relevance of the actions proposed in view of the objectives established in the Call 

2. Quality of the proposed actions 

3. Impact on target audience, replication and impact on the market 

4. Budget and cost-effectiveness 

5. European added value 




� Irrespectively of the amount of participants, all proposals need to demonstrate a European added value (see award criterion 5).





